September 21, 2001

The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams, Chicago, IL. Those present were:

Work Program Committee

Fred Deters, Chairman Chicago-DPD

Gerri Scott, Vice Chairman Pace

Aristide Biciunas CATS

Martin Buehler Lake County

Neil D. Ferrari IDOT-DPT

Jerry Hoff Metra

Clarita Lao ISTHA

John Loper DuPage County DOT

Nancy Magnus IDOT – District 1

John H. Paige NIPC

Mark Pitstick RTA

Tom Rickert Kane County

Mike Rogers IEPA

Rae Rupp Srch C.O.M.

Pat Schroeder McHenry County

David Simmons CTA

Dick Smith IDOT

Chris Snyder CCHD

John Tomczyk CDOT

Michael Wagner Private Providers/Alph.

Tyson Warner Will County

Transportation Operators/Planning Officials/Public Participants
Dick Brazda Pace

Christine Bridges cago DOT

Larry Bury NWMC

Tim Golemo IDOT

Laura Guillot CDOT

Natashia Holmes DuPage Council of Mayors

Norman Johnson IDOT

Jill Leary WCMC

Beth McCluskey NCCOM

Carl Mikyska IDOT

Brad Roback South Suburban Mayors

Heidi Rush Kane County

David C. Seglin CDOT

Vicky Smith SWC of Mayors

Megan Swanson NWMC

Les Swieca Tove & Associates/Bensenville

CATS STAFF
Patricia Berry Jock Hardy

Janet Bright Dan Rice

Jesus DelaPena Eugene Ryan

Dean Englund Joy Schaad

Brian Gebhardt Mark Thomas

1. Call to order - Chairman

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Deters.

2. Approval of Minutes of August 3, 2001.
Clarita Lao asked that the minutes for item 9, Northwest Corridor Transit Study Status, be changed with the insertion of the phrase "based on the statement of mutual interest will be" as a replacement for the phrase "are in the process of" in line 1 of paragraph 3. With that change, the minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Buehler , seconded by Ms.Rupp Srch.

3. Updates and Status Reports

Committee and Task Force Meetings

Chairman Deters stated that, in addition to the usual summary report, information requested at the last meeting on assignments given to task forces by the RTP Committee and a status report on mission statements and membership were included in the mailing. He noted that a copy of his reply to the letter from CNT concerning committees and task forces was at each place. He also noted that a copy of a letter from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Issues Task Force was at each member's place. The letter dealt with the inclusion of youths under age 14 in CATS Household Travel Survey. Action on the request would take place at the next WPC meeting.

On a motion by Ms. Scott, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk, the RTA was added to the membership of the Community Mobility Task Force.

Status Report on the Implementation of Projects

Christine Bridges reported that the City of Chicago’s STP-L Program (FY 2002) had 2 projects obligated for a total dollar amount of $31 million, which is 55% of the program obligated. The total number of awarded contracts in September, 2001 was 2 with a total dollar amount of $8 million. She noted that Awarded Contracts included 2 Bridge Reconstruction Projects: 1) the Pershing Road Bridge (over the Dan Ryan Expressway) at a cost of $4.8 million and the Milwaukee Avenue Bridge (over the Kennedy Expressway) at a cost of $3.4 million. She also reported that advance work for the South Lake Shore Drive Reconstruction Project was to begin the last week of September and the number of contracts is 3 with a total dollar amount of $22 million. She added that the October 2001 letting had a total number of 4 projects with a total dollar amount of $13.4 million. With regard to projects on the October letting, she reported 1) Two (2) Bridge Reconstruction Projects, $5.8 million; 2) One (1) Bike Project, $514K; and 3) One (1) Transit Project, $7.1 million.

Nancy Magnus said that the September 22, 2001 letting has 19 projects totaling $55.5 million. Major projects were I-55 at Lorenzo Rd.: Bridge Superstructure and Interchange Reconst. - $9.7mil; I-55 Franklin Connector from Cermak Rd. to I-94/90:

Bridge Rehab. and Resurfacing - $15.mil; I-57, I-80 to Little Calumet River and from Little Calumet River to I-94: Bridge Fabrication - $2.mil; I-80 at Wheeler Road: Bridge Superstructure - $1.2mil; US 20 W. of Addison Rd. to Walnut St.: Bridge Rehab, Reconstruction, and Lighting - $18.2mil; ILL 7 at I & M Canal: Bridge Superstructure and Bridge Widening - $1.8mil; 47th St. over Des Plaines River: Bridge Replacement -$5.1mil.

Ms. Berry reported that bike parking, signal interconnects, phases of the DuPage River and Pfeiffer Road trails, station parking and many CTA projects, including park-n-ride and marketing projects have been obligated since the last report. The ISTEA accomplishment rate is at 96% and the TEA-21 accomplishment rate is at 71%.

Council of Mayors Update

President Rupp Srch of Villa Park reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee had not met since the last WPC meeting. She indicated that the Committee plans to meet on October 29th.

She then reported on the CATS Council of Mayors booth at the Illinois Municipal League Conference on September 14 - 15. Several mayors from northeastern Illinois stopped by the booth. There were photographs displaying projects built with state and federal funds, and several informative handouts. The mayor then offered WPC members a copy of the latest version of the Council of Mayors Informational Directory.

President Rupp Srch concluded her report by indicating that the Council of Mayors STP program has moved forward with 5 projects on the September 21st letting for $9 million and 8 projects on the November letting totaling $13.5 million.

4. Self-Certification of Planning Process

Eugene Ryan stated that federal metropolitan planning regulations require that the MPO annually certify that federal requirements are being met by the planning process. Staff assessment is that the requirements are being met and that the WPC is asked to recommend that the Policy Committee certify the process. That recommendation was made on a motion by Mr. Hoff, seconded by Mr. Smith. Mr. Ryan also noted the federal triannual certification review is scheduled for next year.

5. FY 2001-2006 TIP Changes and Revision to the Tip Change and Grouping Procedures
Ms. Berry reported that TIP changes have been requested that would require a suspension of the rules for consideration. On a motion by Ms. Magnus, seconded by Ms. Schroeder, the rules were suspended. Ms. Berry said the changes requested are the addition of $3.2 million federal in bridge funding and $841 thousand federal in STP funding to the construction phase of the Aurora New York Street project and the addition of $6 million federal in NHS funding to the ROW phase of the Elgin-O’Hare expressway project. On a motion by Mayor Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Buehler, these changes were approved.

The TIP changes posted at the CATS Web site were then reviewed. Ms. Berry noted that the WPC is also being asked to recommend addition of $24 million federal in CMAQ funding for IEPA’s Inspection and Maintenance (I&M) program. Policy Committee approval of the addition of this exempt project to the TIP is requested, as the Policy Committee is the programmer of CMAQ funds. Mr. Tomczyk asked if FY 2002 would be the last year in which IEPA would be seeking CMAQ funding for operation of the I&M program. Mr. Rogers said that under the current legislation and regulations, operating assistance is limited to thirty-six months. . If the legislation and regulations change, there is a possibility IEPA would request additional funds. Ms. Berry noted that the cost per ton of VOC reductions for the I&M program makes it by far the highest ranking CMAQ project. Ms. Berry also noted that revision of Attachment A of the TIP Change and Project Grouping Procedures is requested. The revision would add FY 02 as a selected year of the FY 01-06 TIP. On a motion by Mayor Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Smith the TIP changes were approved, Attachment A was revised and the addition of the I&M program to the TIP was recommended to the Policy Committee.

6. Proposed FY 2002 CMAQ Program, Proposed FY 2002-2006 TIP, Conformity Supplement and Annual Public Meeting
BreatheTomorrow, a newsletter with a focus on clean air, developed by the CATS Communication division with input from the Public Involvement Task Force, was distributed. It will be the vehicle for announcing the public comment period on the proposed FY 2002 CMAQ program, the proposed FY 02-06 TIP and the Conformity Analysis Supplement. Ms. Berry noted that this proposed FY 02-06 TIP is a conformity neutral update to the FY 01-06 TIP and no new major projects are included. She said that during last year’s public comment period on the FY 01-06 TIP many positive comments on the maps displayed were received. For the first time those maps are included in the TIP document.

Staff recommends that the public review period run from Friday, September 28 through Monday, October 29. It is also recommended that the annual public meeting be held in conjunction with the October 11 Policy Committee meeting. On a motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk, the proposed FY 2002 CMAQ program, the Conformity Analysis Supplement and the proposed FY 2002 –2006 TIP were released for a public comment period of September 28 through October 29.

7. Multi-State Regional Accord
Eugene Ryan noted that the current draft of the proposed multi-state regional accord entitled "The Wingspread Regional Accord" was included in the mailing. He stated that he had received input from committee members that sought more time for review so he was not asking for any action. Rae Rupp Srch asked what were the concerns of members. John Tomczyk replied that there was a concern that the wording not usurp existing entities authority. Dick Smith said IDOT shared that concern. Both thought small changes in wording could address the problem. John Paige, in response to questions, stated that NIPC was scheduled to act on the accord on September 25 but did not know if that would happen given Chicago and the State’s concerns. No action was taken on the proposed accord.

8. Nominating Committee for 2002 Offices
Chairman Deters appointed the nominating committee for 2002 offices to report at the next WPC meeting. Those appointed are Aristide Biciunas, Martin Buehler, Mark Pitstick, John Tomczyk and Mike Williamsen.

9. Northwest Corridor Transit Study Status
Ms. Berry clarified the report given at the August meeting, noting that the options considered in Phase II are dependent on what the implementers submit. The RTA has issued an RFQ for its consultant with the responses due September 28. The Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC), acting on behalf of the corridor communities, has been working on the consultant selection process for the land use and local financial plan portion of the alternatives analysis. The NWMC is also working with the RTA on the final scope of the study. Their goal is to complete the process in October and begin work shortly thereafter. The project review committee, the RTA and IDOT must approve the consultant and the scope of work. There are now nine municipalities contributing to the RTAP grant local match, up from the five that contributed during the Phase I study.

10. Other Business

11. Next Meeting

Chairman Deters announced that the next meeting will be on November 16, 2001.

12. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM on a motion by Mr Hoff seconded by Mr.Tomczyk.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugene Ryan

Secretary

