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1.
Call to Order – Chairman

Chairman Scott called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM.

2.
Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of May 31st, 2002

Chairman Scott called for a motion to approve the minutes.  The minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Blankenhorn seconded by Mr.Pitstick 

3.
Update and Status Reports

a.
Committee and Task Force Meetings

The report was included in the mailing.  There were no comments or questions.

b. Status Report on the Implementation of Projects

Pat Pechnick said that the September Letting has 26 projects totaling $97.4 million.  The major projects were: pavement widening, drainage, and tree removal of US 6 E of I & M Canal to W of I-55 at a total cost of $3.5 million; bridge new deck and lighting of US 6 US 52 at Des Plaines River at a total cost of $5.4 million; reconstruction, lighting, culvert replacement, and tree removal of US 12-20-45 87th Street to N of Cal-Sag Channel at a total cost of $31.5 million; interchange reconstruction, lighting, and bridge replacement of US 12-20-45 ILL 171 to 87th Street at a total cost of $31.0 million; bridge rehabilitation of ILL 7 over Cal-Sag Channel at a total cost of $2.0 million; bridge replacement of ILL 43 N Branch Chicago River at a total cost of $1.8 million; bridge replacement of ILL 47 over Blackberry Creek at a total cost of $1.7 million; bridge replacement, and intersection reconstruction, lighting of ILL 58 at Des Plaines River at a total cost of $6.0 million; intersection reconstruction of ILL 83 at Washington Street at a total cost of $4.2 million; bridge replacement and lighting of ILL 83 North Creek 0.2 miles N of Genwood-Lansing Road at a total cost of $1.7 million; bridge superstructure of ILL 137 over ILL 137 (WB off Ramp) at a total cost of $2.1 million; bridge replacement of Hill Avenue over Waubonsee Creek at a total cost of $1.2 million; and bridge replacement and lighting of 127th Street over Navajo Creek at a total cost of $1.6 million.

Mark Pitstick noted that the June 2002 RTA Capital Financial Report was included in the mailing and reviewed its highlights with the committee.  

Christine Bridges noted that the 2003 program is underway and will give a full report at the next meeting.

Patricia Berry reported that the CMAQ program reflects a 97% accomplishment rate under ISTEA and 70% under TEA-21.  A detailed status report was available.

c. Council of Mayors Update

Mayor Jeffery Schielke reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee had not met since the last Work Program meeting.  He also stated that many mayors participated in the 89th annual Illinois Municipal League Conference.  The attendance at the conference was the largest ever and included speeches by both gubernatorial candidates.  He also stated that President Rupp Srch would represent the local officials from this area at the annual AMPO conference held in Los Angeles.

Mayor Schielke then highlighted the Council of Mayor’s STP program, which had 3 projects on the August letting totaling 7.3 million dollars, 4 projects on the September letting totaling 5.6 million dollars, and 10 projects scheduled for the November letting totaling 13.7 million dollars. 

Mayor Schielke concluded his report by stating that the next Executive Committee meeting will be held jointly with CATS' Policy Committee on October 31st where a special event is being planned for retiring Secretary Brown to thank him for all his great years of service and leadership.

4.
FY 2002-2006 TIP Changes

The fund source, year and cost changes, and project additions and deletions requested were approved on a motion by Mr. Pitstick, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk.  Patricia Berry noted that the FY04 total for Pace’s garage improvements project (17-94-0027) should be 2,092,000 instead of the 2,268,000 listed in the TIP attachment.  The project appears on page 29 of the TIP Change attachment.  Ms. Berry thanked the RTA staff for their careful review of the TIP attachment.

5.
MOBILE 6 Conformity Requirement

Mike Rogers stated that in 1999, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) submitted a State Implementation Plan (SIP) revision which described the strategy to be implemented to bring the Chicago area into attainment of the one-hour ozone standard by the Clean Air Act required Nox SIP Call.  This requirement involved the adoption of stringent emission standards for oxides of nitrogen (Nox) from power plants and large industrial boilers throughout the state.  The strategy also relied on the continued phase-in of lower-emitting cars, trucks, and off-road engines.

One of the clean vehicle programs was the national Tier II engine standards and low sulfur gasoline requirement, which goes into effect in 2004.  Implementation of these standards will significantly reduce both Nox and volatile organic compound emissions from motor vehicles.  However, the USEPA’s MOBILE5 emission factor model which was used in the Chicago Attainment Demonstration, did not properly account for the benefits of the Tier II program.  These benefits were roughly estimated using a methodology supplied by the USEPA (MOBILE Guidance Sheet #8).  Since the USEPA was in the process of finalizing its new MOBILE6 model, which would include the Tier II program, they required that all areas relying on the Tier II program in their respective attainment demonstrations, must commit to revising their attainment demonstration motor vehicle emissions budgets using the MOBILE6 model within a certain time of the model’s official release.

The notice of availability of the MOBILE6 model was printed in the January 29, 2002, Federal Register.  The USEPA policy allowed areas one year, until January 29, 2003, to continue to conduct transportation conformity determinations using the MOBILE5b model.  All conformity determinations after that date must be conducted using MOBILE6-based emissions estimates and motor vehicle emissions budgets.  The Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) and Illinois EPA are currently evaluating the MOBILE6 model in preparation for developing the revised MOBILE6-based motor vehicle emissions budgets.  We hope to initiate our public process to establish the budgets in November and submit them to the USEPA near the end of January 2003.

The USEPA is required to evaluate the new budgets and determine whether they are “adequate” and can be used in transportation conformity determinations.  The Illinois EPA has been working with the USEPA on properly using the MOBILE6 model.  We are hopeful the USEPA would be able to make a positive adequacy determination of the new budgets in February or March of 2003.  This would allow the conformity determination for the new 2030 Regional Transportation Plan to proceed.  However, between January 29, 2003, and the date of USEPA’s adequacy determination on the new motor vehicle emissions budgets, no transportation conformity determinations could occur.  

6.
Proposed FY 2003 CMAQ Program

Ross Patronsky introduced the CMAQ program proposal for FY 2003, which was being recommended to the Work Program Committee by the CMAQ Project Selection Committee.  Several Project Selection Committee members were in attendance, and he thanked them for their hard work.  He also thanked the applicants for their cooperation in responding to staff questions.

Mr. Patronsky noted that $64 million in federal funding is available for FY 2003 projects and that this is the last year of CMAQ funding under TEA-21.  He pointed out that the recommended program represents that amount of funding.  Some highlights of the proposed program are:

· It contains 58 projects

· There are 26 transit projects, 20 highway or road projects, 10 pedestrian/bicycle projects and 2 other projects

· Approximately 1,200 pounds of VOC emissions are eliminated daily by the projects in the proposed program

Mr. Patronsky said that if the Work Program Committee agrees, the proposed program will be released for public comment and review beginning September 27th, extending through October 31st.  Following this, it will be considered and revised if necessary by the CMAQ Project Selection Committee and will return to the Work Program Committee for final review and recommendation to the Policy Committee at its January meeting.

Following a motion by Mr. Bagherpour seconded by Mayor Schielke, the proposed program of CMAQ projects for FY 2003 was released for public review and comment.

7.
Self Certification of Planning Process

Eugene Ryan stated that the federal planning regulations require the MPO on an annual basis to self certify that the planning process is meeting federal requirements.  On a motion by Mr. Rickert seconded by Mr. Pitstick was recommended that the Policy Committee certify the planning process.

In response to an inquiry from Randy Blankenhorn, Steve Call indicated that a draft of the federal certification report should be ready for staff review shortly and will be presented to the Policy Committee at the October meeting.

8.
Status of Transportation Planning Report

Jock Hardy said that the status of the Transportation Planning Report is to present a comprehensive summary of transportation planning activities in northeastern Illinois.  He introduced Michelle McFarland-McDaniels of his staff who will be preparing the report and asked for the cooperation of member agencies.  After some discussion it was agreed Ms. McFarland-McDaniels should contact WPC members for input on their activities. 

Jan Metzger raised the issue of people not knowing about the existence of past versions of the report and suggested it should be publicized on the web-site and other means.  A discussion on outreach activities ensued.  As part of the discussion it was decided that a detailed report on the 2030 community meetings should be given at the next meeting.

9.
Regional ITS Architecture

Mark Thomas stated the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) will use technology to improve our ability to manage and operate the transportation system. Improved management and operations will help address safety, efficiency and security issues. The ITS Architecture identifies ITS systems and communication needs between these systems.

The Regional ITS Architecture project will be complete in the next couple of months. Deliverables include a planning database and report documentation. The outreach effort is complete having met with the majority of Work Program Committee members, Indiana and Wisconsin.  In response to a question from John Loper, Mr. Thomas indicated draft report documentation will be delivered to Work Program Committee members and other staff that participated in outreach efforts.

In response to a question from Linda Fuller, Mr. Thomas said direction from Washington on the “security” issue has not been developed but should be anticipated in the next year. The issue of “legacy systems” was also raised. There is a lot of technology operating our transportation system today. Some of this technology will not meet the requirements of the planned ITS system, or will need some adaptation. The magnitude of this technology adaptation issue is difficult to evaluate, but systems that are being upgraded today, such as the IDOT Traffic System Center and the Communications Center, will conform to architecture requirements.

In comparison to other regions around the nation our architecture effort recognizes a relatively mature Intelligent Transportation System that has a large number of centers and subsystems. The architecture effort also identifies the vast amount of work that still needs to be done to achieve our management and operations goals. 

10.
Nominating Committee for 2003 Offices

Chairman Scott appointed the nominating committee for 2003 officials as follows: Aristide Biciunas, Randy Blankenhorn, Marty Buehler, Jack Goner and John Tomczyk.

11.
Northwest Corridor Transit Study Status

Patricia Berry reported on activities by the Northwest Municipal Conference and its consultant and by the RTA and its consultant.  The RTA hosted an agency scoping meeting yesterday.  CTA presented two possible alignments, Pace presented four possible alignments, ISTHA discussed a possible expansion and Metra’s presentation will occur later.  The FTA had folks from its DC office there and all participated in a field visit.

Regarding activities by the NWMC, Ms. Berry reported that baseline land use evaluations for the corridor using the FTA evaluation criteria are completed.  A draft report including summary of land use conditions and opportunities will be completed soon.  In the meantime, a complete inventory of land use products is available for used by the service boards.  The land use technical committee will be selecting five station areas for intensive land use treatment.  Two community workshops are planned for mid-November to assist communities in developing and implementing transit supportive land use policies and strategies.  The task force is working to integrate support and input from the business community.  A series of meetings with the local chambers is underway and a regional business forum will be held in early October.

The local financial plan is being developed.  The communities are assuming that local sources will need to generate one third of the capital costs.  The municipal survey is near completion and while the results have not been determined, it’s safe to say that existing municipal sources are not sufficient.  The local financial plan committee is investigating special service areas or mass transit districts as a likely source for generating the necessary capital. 

12.
Other Business

Chairman Scott announced her retirement effective October 31st, 2002 and informed the committee that regardless of her retirement she would try to attend the last meeting of the year as she committed to do. 

Janice Metzger from the Center for Neighborhood Technology announced that they had published their Transportation Choices for 2030 pamphlet and brought copies for the committee to review.  She invited further discussion.

13.
Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for November 22, 2002

14.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:38 AM on a motion by Mr. Christensen, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk.

Respectfully submitted,




Eugene Ryan

Secretary
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