November 16, 2001

The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams, Chicago, IL. Those present were:

Work Program Committee

Fred Deters, Chairman Chicago-DPT

Chuck Abraham IDOT-DPT

Vanessa Adams-Donald CMO-FTA

Mark Bagherpour Will County

Aristide Biciunas CATS

Richard Brazda Pace

Martin Buehler Lake County

Steve Call CMO-FHWA

Vance Hultgren ISTHA

Nancy Magnus IDOT – District 1

John H. Paige NIPC

Mark Pitstick RTA

Tim Rhodes Metra

Tom Rickert Kane County

Mike Rogers IEPA

Rae Rupp Srch Council of Mayors

Pat Schroeder McHenry County

David Simmons CTA

Steve Strains NIRPC

John Tomczyk Chicago DOT

Mahender Vasandani DuPage County

Mike Williamsen IDOT

Gerald Wulkowicz Cook County

Transportation Operators/Planning Officials/Public Participants
Christine Bridges Chicago DOT

Larry Bury NWMC

Tim Golemo IDOT

Jacky Grimshaw CNT

Laura Guillot Chicago DOT

Norman Johnson IDOT

 

Jill Leary WCMC

Jamy Lyne WCGL

Beth McCluskey NCCOM

Jan Metzger CNT

Carl Mikyska IDOT

Brad Roback South Suburban Mayors

Heidi Rush Kane County

David C. Seglin Chicago DOT

Vicky Smith SWC of Mayors

CATS STAFF
Marcus Arnold Tom Murtha

Patricia Berry Tom Palzer

Janet Bright Dan Rice

Linda Bolte Mary Romanelli

Peter Elliott Eugene Ryan

Dean Englund Joy Schaad

Brian Gebhardt Megan Swanson

George Johnson Mark Thomas

Don Kopec Tom Vick

1. Call to order - Chairman

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Deters.

2. Approval of Minutes of September 21, 2001.
The minutes were approved on a motion by Mr. Buehler, seconded by President Rupp Srch.

3. Updates and Status Reports

a. Committee and Task Force Meetings

There were no questions or comments on the Summary of CATS Committee and Task Force meetings.

b. Status Report on the Implementation of Projects

Nancy Magnus of IDOT said that the November 2001 letting has 17 projects totaling more than $46 million. Major projects included resurfacing on IL 21, resurfacing on Western Avenue, resurfacing on IL 58, adding lanes in Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates, bridge replacement on North Avenue, and bridge replacement on Tower Road. She added that it is anticipated there will be an additional letting in December 2001. Major projects will include two I-57 projects totaling over $50 million, interchange projects at I-55 and I-294, and major reconstruction on US 20 anticipated to be over $80 million.

Mark Pitstick of RTA reviewed with the committee highlights of the August, 2001 RTA Capital Financial Report and the RTA Capital Program Overview, both of which were enclosed in the mailing for the meeting.

Tim Rhodes of Metra reported that there were two recent special signing agreements for full funding of New Start projects, an unprecedented event in that one agency was awarded three full funding agreements.

Christine Bridges of the Chicago Department of Transportation reported that the STP-L Program for FY 2002 is 78% obligated, with four projects obligated totaling $46.1 million. The Enhancement Program for FY 2002 is 63% obligated with one project totaling $5 million. The total number of awarded contracts in October, 2001 was six for a total dollar amount of $119 million (two on Wacker Drive for $98 million, two bridge reconstruction projects for $6 million, one transit project for $7 million, and one highway for $8 million). In December, 2001, two projects are scheduled totaling $19.6 million (one transit station rehab for $17.8 million and one traffic signal project at Western Avenue and Cermak Road for $1.8 million).

Mr. Kopec reported that as a result of the CMAQ Project Selection Committee’s annual review, sponsors of thirteen projects would be notified that unless specific milestones are reached, funding might be withdrawn. In the fall of 2000, two FY 94 CMAQ projects were put on notice. One sponsor withdrew its project and another indicated progress and will be allowed to proceed. An obligations and award report will be given at the next meeting.

c. Council of Mayors Update

President Rupp Srch of Villa Park reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee met on October 29th with eight newly appointed members. The Mayors approved new STP programming marks for FY 2002 through 2006, elected Crete Village President Michael Einhorn to serve as 2nd Vice Chair and elected her to serve as 1st Vice Chair.

She indicated that at the meeting there was discussion with the mayors on the 87% STP program accomplishment for FY 2001, the "Walkable Communities" workshops, the potential impact of 2000 census data on future STP programming marks and PL funding distribution and the 2030 RTP planning effort. Mr. Patrick McAtee spoke on Metra’s major capital and planning projects throughout the region. The next Executive Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for February 4, 2002.

President Rupp Srch noted that the Council of Mayors STP program is moving forward with 5 projects scheduled for the November letting totaling $13.2 million.

4. Proposed FY 2002 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program
Ms. Berry reported the CMAQ Committee met on November 5, 2001 to review comments received on the proposed program. Many letters supporting the Algonquin Township project were received. In addition, two municipalities whose parking deck (Geneva) and remote parking lot (Oswego) proposals were not funded asked for reconsideration. The CMAQ Committee established a working group to review the spectrum of issues surrounding commuter-parking surface lots, decks and remote park-n-ride lots and make recommendations on considerations for CMAQ funding and approved the CMAQ program as submitted for public comment.

Mr. Buehler moved to approve the proposed FY 02 CMAQ program and Ms. Rupp-Srch seconded his motion.

Mr. Tomczyk raised the question of possible re-designation of the northeastern Illinois ozone non-attainment area to attainment. Mr. Rogers responded that air quality monitoring in the lower Lake Michigan area over the past three summers indicates that the region has attained the one-hour ozone air quality standard. Discussions have begun between IEPA, Wisconsin, Indiana and the USEPA on the process to re-designate the area to attainment. If USEPA re-designates the area, new industrial source restrictions would be lessened but CMAQ funding would be negatively impacted. The current CMAQ funding multiplier for Chicago as a severe non-attainment area is 1.3 times population and it would drop to 0.8 if the area is designated as being in attainment. Mr. Rogers said that Illinois received $92 million in CMAQ funds last year and would lose over $30 million in CMAQ funding if re-certified.

Mr. Tomczyk asked about the "8-hour standard" issue. Mr. Rogers said that implementation strategy for the 8-hour standard has been remanded back to USEPA by the courts, but if it were in effect, northeastern Illinois would not be in attainment. Ms. Berry noted that even though we have three years of clean data, USEPA does not encourage immediate action to re-designate, especially if it seems likely that the area will move back out of attainment. Mr. Rogers agreed and said that while we’ve had ozone-conducive summers, IEPA would like to see another year of clean data and is still moving cautiously on any petition to re-designate the area. However, there is a move on the industrial side in the three state area to get the re-designation so operations could be expanded under less stringent environmental restrictions.

Mr. Buehler asked about a time frame and Mr. Rogers stated he was unsure, but that Wisconsin is most aggressive on the matter. Discussions are ongoing and there is a possibility of action in the next few months. Mr. Paige asked if there is a pent up demand by the industrial sector for lessening restrictions. Mr. Williamsen said his understanding was that that is the case in Wisconsin and that is why its position is the most aggressive.

Mr. Buehler said that even if the region lost CMAQ funds, it’s good to know that the area is moving closer to meeting the national air quality standards. Mr. Rogers agreed and said that the technological fixes mandated appear to be working. Ms. Rupp-Srch noted that there are ongoing air quality discussions at the national and international level regarding the Kyoto agreement. Mr. Rogers promised to keep the WPC informed on the re-designation issue.

The Chairman called the vote, and the proposed FY 02 CMAQ program was unanimously recommended to the Policy Committee for approval.

5. TIP Changes

The TIP changes posted at the CATS Web site included the proposed CMAQ program and the CTA’s updated program. Ms. Berry reported that CATS and RTA staff worked to update the region’s FY 01-06 state/regional resources table to accommodate the CTA’s program. Efforts are being made to accelerate CTA’s program. On a motion by Mr. Pitstick, seconded by Mr.  Hultgren the Committee voted to accept the updated state/regional resources table and approve the TIP changes. The CMAQ program will be added to the TIP contingent on Policy Committee approval. These changes will be incorporated into the proposed FY 02-06 TIP.

6. Conformity Analysis Supplement

Ms. Berry reported that the Conformity Analysis Supplement documents the determination that the FY 02-06 TIP update of the FY 01-06 TIP and the 2000 edition of the 2020 RTP conform with the SIP. The Supplement satisfies the requirement of showing that the TIP and RTP conform to the 2002 and 2005 budgets. The analyses for these years were developed using an interpolation method. No comments were received on the Supplement.

On a motion by Ms. Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk the Committee voted to recommend the Conformity Analysis Supplement to the Policy Committee for approval.

7. FY 2002-2006 Transportation Improvement Program

Ms. Berry reported that the proposed TIP was released for public comment at the last meeting. This conformity neutral TIP update is consistent with the FY 01-06 TIP. The only comment received was a re-submittal of a proposal to expand CTA’s rapid transit system. That comment was considered when it was submitted for the 2000 edition of the 2020 RTP and has been re-submitted to the CTA.

On a motion by Mr. Buehler, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk the Committee unanimously recommended the proposed FY 02-06 TIP to the Policy Committee for approval.

8. Wingspread Regional Accord
Eugene Ryan stated the issue before this committee is to reach an agreement on the wording of the Wingspread Regional Accord. Aristide Biciunas is to present the agreed-upon wording at the next meeting of the various entities on December 4, 2001. The revised version of the Wingspread Regional Accord was discussed. John Tomczyk stated he felt the revised version was more in keeping with the stated mission of CATS and NIPC. He stated the revised version clarifies a number of responsibilities and re-directs some activities in the earlier version which were felt might not be appropriate for an MPO. Mike Williamsen stated IDOT recommends the revised version. John Paige of NIPC stated he did not feel comfortable voting on the revised version today as the NIPC Executive Committee had approved a previous version. Mr. Deters stated the actions of this meeting would give Mr. Biciunas the discretion to discuss with the other directors a version he feels is worth consideration by the Policy Committee. Marty Buehler stated he felt the revised version better states the manner in which we operate. Mr. Buehler made a motion to authorize the Executive Director of CATS to present the revised version at the upcoming meeting of the Wingspread Regional Accord, to use the revised version as guidance for his participation, and to present the revised version to the Policy Committee; seconded by Mr. Tomczyk. Jacky Grimshaw asked whether the revised version lessens interstate support for legislative funding, particularly in the area of high-speed rail initiatives. Mr. Tomczyk stated he felt it would not negatively impact any high-speed rail initiative. Ms. Grimshaw stated she felt a collective effort is more productive that proceeding alone. Mr. Tomczyk stated collective efforts would continue. The motion to direct Mr. Biciunas to enter into discussions with the other three agencies on the basis of the revised draft passed with Mr. Paige voting present.

9. Inclusion of Youths in CATS Household Travel Survey
Dean Englund restated his position that the number and completeness of household surveys would be negatively affected by attempting to collect travel diary information for persons under 14 years of age. In his opinion other data collection approaches would provide information more relevant to the issues raised by members of the Bike and Ped Task Force. Jan Metzger stated that she had reviewed the NPTS questionnaire provided by Dean Englund and generally concurred that traditional household travel surveys were not well suited to issues like how children’s travel activities were related to their health. She welcomed the opportunity to work with CATS on other means of collecting this type of data, but asked that a firm commitment of UWP funds to address issues relating to transportation and children’s health be made. Dean Englund said he could commit to working with her, but could not promise UWP funds. Marty Buehler noted that there were many important transportation issues, so it was difficult for the WPC to make such a specific commitment of UWP funds. Linda Bolte volunteered the Bike and Ped Task Force (with its chair’s agreement) to develop a FY2003 UWP proposal that would incorporate data collection for the issue of youth health and travel. Jan Metzger stated she appreciated the offer and looked forward to participating.

10. Election of 2002 Officers
Aristide Biciunas announced the Nominating Committee is recommending Gerri Scott of Pace for the office of Chair and Linda Fuller of CTA for the office of Vice Chair. He added that although neither nominee was present for today’s meeting, they have indicated their willingness to hold office. Mr. Biciunas made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by Mr. Williamsen. Mr. Deters called for any other nominations; there were none. By unanimous acclamation Gerri Scott was elected Chair and Linda Fuller Vice Chair for 2002.

11. 2002 WPC Meeting Dates

Eugene Ryan stated the proposed dates for regular meetings are included in this meeting’s agenda and are based on schedules for TIP changes and to precede Policy Committee meetings by two weeks. He added that the meetings are all scheduled for Fridays at 10:00 a.m. The proposed 2002 Work Program Committee meeting dates of January 18, February 22, April 26, May 31, August 2, September 20 and November 22 were approved on motion of Mr. Buehler; seconded by Mr. Tomczyk.

12. Regional Incident Management Coordination

Eugene Ryan reported the reason for including this item on the agenda is because of recent inquiries relating to existing plans within the transportation sector for responding to major incidents such as the incidents of September 11, 2001. Issues of concern include a large-scale evacuation of a geographic subset of the area. Mr. Ryan stated the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) were contacted and no specific transportation plan has been identified. He stated that, at this point, it was felt this meeting was a good opportunity for the members to discuss the matter. Mike Williamsen stated he suspects most of the member agencies have discussed this matter since Sept. 11th, and that IDOT has an emergency disaster plan, but that it is outdated. He stated the Department has done some updating which is not yet approved, and that a discussion of the matter by this committee is a good idea. Mr. Williamsen added that it was suggested that the new Management and Operations Committee might take up the discussion. Vice-Chairman Rupp Srch stated she agrees that the various agencies should share information to promote cooperation and communication and to avoid duplication of efforts and wasted resources. She added that standardized procedures must be developed before a regional incident occurs. Fred Deters inquired as to the responsible state agency. Mr. Ryan indicated IEMA has many plans with local jurisdictions and transportation agencies for specific incidents such as accidents in manufacturing or the nuclear industry, but no overall plan for large-scale incidents. He added that Don Kopec is the CATS contact person for the Management and Operations Committee and is scheduling an initial meeting in December to which FEMA, IEMA and FHWA could be invited. Mark Pitstick stated RTA is also working on the matter and stated he felt the Management and Operations Committee would be a good starting point. Linda Bolte reported that, at the national level, there have been discussions by APTA and ASHTO regarding transportation system security. She added that TRB has set up a web site on the issue of surface transportation security and the Minetta Institute has released a report on the matter. Mr. Deters stated the issues of emergency response and security should be handled under the umbrella of both state and federal emergency management agencies, but that in the meantime the Management and Operations Committee is a good forum to begin regional discussions. Tom Palzer stated that the six county boards should be included in such discussions. Mr. Deters stated the issue will be charged to the Management and Operations Committee. Mr. Kopec stated that committee’s initial meeting is set for Wednesday, December 5, 2001, at 10:00 a.m.

13. Northwest Corridor Transit Study Status
Don Kopec reported that the project review committee of NIPC, CATS and RTA recently met and that the steering committee will meet on November 19, 2001.

14. Other Business
Mike Williamsen introduced Norm Johnson who was appointed to the position of Transit Program Manager at IDOT.

Martin Buehler took a moment to thank Fred Deters for his service as Chairman of the Work Program Committee during this past year.

15. Next Meeting

Chairman Deters announced that the next meeting is scheduled for January 18, 2002.

16. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM on motion of Ms. Rupp Srch, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugene Ryan

Secretary

