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The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois.  Those present at the meeting were:

Work Program Committee Members:

Thomas B. Rickert, Chairman

Kane County
Jack Groner, Vice-Chairman


Metra

Mark Bagherpour



Will County 
Aristide E. Biciunas



CATS

Randy Blankenhorn



IDOT

Steve Call       




FHWA 
John DeLaurentiis



RTA

Fred Deters




Chicago - Planning

Neil D. Ferrari




IDOT - DPT

Luann Hamilton



Chicago DOT

Lori Heringa




NIPC

Panos Kokkas




Tollway

John Loper




DuPage County

Mike Matkovic 



IDOT – Dist. One
Dusty Powell




Lake County

Mike Rogers




Illinois EPA

Rae Rupp-Srch



Council of Mayors
Pat Schroeder




McHenry County

Chris Snyder




Cook County

David Tomzik




Pace

David Urbanczyk



CTA 
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants:

Marcus Arnold



SSMMA

Linda Bolte




NIPC

Larry Bury




NWMC

Bob Dean




DMMC
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants (continued):

Ernestine Flient



CTA
Brian Gebhardt



SSMMA
Danielle Gray




NWMC
Jennie Grobe




WCGL

Bill Lachman




RTA
Beth McCluskey



NCCOM

Jan Metzger




CNT

Hugh O’Hara




WLGL

Mark Pitstick




RTA

Chad Riddle




IDOT – D1 – Blrs.

Gordon Smith




IDOT
Heather Smith




CM2020

Vicky Smith




SW Conference of Mayors
Heather Tabbert



KCCOM

CATS Staff:

John Allen




Don Kopec
Janet Bright  




Ross Patronsky
Ryan Herren




Joy Schaad
Craig Heither




Mark Thomas
Bill Kiley




Mike Walczak
1.
Call to Order – Chairman
Chairman Rickert called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.

2. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of April 16th, 2004
On a motion by President Rupp Srch, seconded by Mr. Powell, the minutes of the April 16, 2004 meeting were approved.
3.
a.
Committee and Task Force Meetings
There were no comments or questions on the committee and task force meeting report.
b. Status Report on the Implementation of Projects
Mr. Matkovic informed the Committee that there was no May letting to report.  There will likely be two June lettings.  The regular letting is June 11th, and contingent upon the General Assembly approving the Opportunity Returns program for Fiscal Year 2005, there will be a special letting on June 25th.  

Mr. Pitstick explained that the 4th Quarter Capital Program Report distributed has been updated with the addition of data from the Chicago Transit Authority.

The City of Chicago had no report.
Mr. Patronsky advised the Committee that the CMAQ program was 80.36% obligated for all program years 1992 through 2004 combined.

He noted that the CMAQ Project Selection Committee was scheduled to meet Thursday, June 10, 2004 at 1:00 p.m.  At this time the preliminary rankings for FY 2005 proposals will be released, and sponsors given time to make presentations.

Mr. Patronsky thanked the sponsors for their cooperation in responding to requests for information needed to evaluate proposals.

In response to a question, he said that the rankings would be sent to the Project Selection Committee members in advance of the meeting.

c. Council of Mayors Update
President Rae Rupp Srch reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee would meet on Monday, May 24th and informed the committee of the highlights of the agenda which included an update on TEA-3 Reauthorization, approval of new STP programming marks or policy discussion related to STP interim obligation limitations for FY 2004, approval of STP advance funding requests, a report on the 2004 AMPO Policy Conference, and the election of a second Vice Chair.  President Rupp Srch then reported that the Council of Mayors’ STP program had 8 STP projects on April letting totaling $17 million and has 9 projects scheduled for the June letting totaling $12.6 million.
4.
FY 04-09 TIP Changes 
Ms. Dixon described the TIP changes posted on the CATS Web site.  On a motion by Mr. Blankenhorn, seconded by President Rupp Srch, the changes were approved.

5. UWP FY 2005 Funding
Mr. Herren reminded the committee that at the last meeting the committee approved sending the proposed FY 2005 UWP for NE Illinois to USDOT for review.  He noted that the figures are estimated as the new transportation bill still has not been approved in Washington.  He stated that no comments had been received from USDOT.  He asked for a motion to approve sending the proposed FY 2005 UWP to the Policy Committee for their endorsement.  The motion passed without comment.

Mr. Powell moved approval to send the proposed FY2005 UWP to the policy committee, Mr. Loper seconded.

6. Conformity Determination on proposed TIP Amendments
Ms. Dixon reported that a non-exempt TIP amendment had been requested.  IDOT’s District 3 requested the addition of an interchange on I-80 at Brisbin Road. The consultant team, after an analysis of the air quality impacts, recommended the project.  It was requested that the conformity documentation be released for a public comment period of one month.  Mr. Hamilton moved, seconded by President Rupp Srch, that the documentation be released for public comment.  The motion was passed.
7. RTA Financial Capacity Analysis 
Mr. DeLaurentiis introduced Mr. Lachman who provided the Committee with the RTA’s report.  Mr. Lachman explained that the financial capacity analysis examines financial and operational data from 1999 through 2003 and projections from 2004 through 2008.  He noted that in 2003, operating revenue exceeded the required recovery ratio of 50% by more than three percentage points, and that local sales tax continues to account for more than two-thirds of non-operating revenue.

During this period of economic downturn, the RTA and the service boards have maintained financial stability by tapping their reserves to bridge sales tax revenue shortfalls.  The ecomony has also resulted in declines in ridership which in 2003 is down about 1% from 1999.  During that same period, sales tax revenues have increased an an average annual rate of only 1.6%.

This situation appears to be changing, however, as February year-to-date ridership is up 1% over the previous year, while sales tax revenues have increased 5.5%.  Consistent with recent economic projections, the 2003 financial capacity analysis ts ridership and passenger revenue to increase at an average annual rate of 2.7% through 2008.

On a motion by Mr. Groner, seconoded by Mr. Kokkas, the RTA Financial Capacity Analysis was recommended for approval by the Policy Committee.

8. Implications of 2000 Census
Mike Walczak reported that the communities in the Round Lake Beach-McHenry-Grayslake urbanized area have voted to remain part of the CATS planning area instead of starting the process to form their own MPO.  Twenty-four communities voted to remain with CATS, one voted to pursue forming their own MPO, and three have not responded.  Ms. Rupp Srch asked which community voted to pursue forming their own MPO; Mr. Walczak said that it was Spring Grove in McHenry County.   

CATS will be coordinating a meeting of Kendall County officials to discuss the location of the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) Boundary through the county.  Mr. Blankenhorn asked if the census required more of Kendall to be included in the MPO, and Mr. Walczak said that it did.  Areas on the eastern edge of the county that are part of Joliet and a portion of the southeast corner of the county must be added.  Mr. Rickert asked if the boundary will be the same as the urban boundary.  Mr. Walczak responded that the MPA boundary must at the minimum take in the area included in the urban boundary and the area expected to be urbanized in the next twenty years.  The MPA may encompass the whole county.

9. Public Involvement Activities 
John Allen briefed the Committee on the “Partners in Progress” outreach initiatives that are currently being held throughout the region. Event locations, dates and number of attendees were as follows: South Holland, February 26, 115 people; Winfield, April 20, 35 people; St. Charles, April 29, 107 people; and Wheaton, May 13, 55 people. Another meeting is planned for June 15 in Itasca, and will include chambers of commerce from Addison, Bartlett, Bloomingdale Itasca and Roselle. Mr. Allen said the Communications Division would be targeting Will County in July and August, and Chicago and Cook County in the fall/winter months.

Mr. Allen also informed the committee that an awards ceremony would be held that afternoon (May 21) to honor the 15 winners of the fourth annual CATS transportation poster contest for students in grades K-6. This year’s contest attracted more than 2,300 entries from students from 95 schools in the six-county region.
10. Inspection and Maintenance Program 
Craig Heither briefed the Committee on the findings of a survey of vehicle inspection and maintenance (I&M) programs.  CATS staff surveyed 20 states operating I&M programs similar to the one in Illinois on how their programs are funded.  Fourteen states rely on a test fee paid at the time of inspection to fund the program.  This fee ranges from $14 - $27 every two years in states with centralized testing facilities, and from $20 - $100 every two years in states with decentralized testing.  Two states use an annual license plate renewal fee of $2.00 or $2.20 to fund state administration of the I&M programs.  This is in addition to the test fee drivers pay at the inspection, which is used to pay the test provider.  The remaining four states in the survey fund their programs entirely through general revenue, or through a combination of general revenue and other funds such as Motor Fuel Taxes and toll revenue.
Mr. Heither also noted that three of the states surveyed offer direct financial assistance of up to $500 - $600 for vehicle repair to low income individuals whose vehicles continue to fail the emissions inspection.  He stated that staff is currently developing estimates for the Policy Committee on fee amounts that would be necessary to fund the I&M program in Illinois. 
11. Swift Rail Development Act of 1994 – Interim Final Rule
Ms. Schaad briefed the committee on the final CATS comments on the Rule which were supplied with the agenda.  She reported that there has been no reaction from FRA about the recommendations.  She commented that while that is not unusual in a rule-making process, the rail working group is somewhat concerned that Administrator Rutter, who had assured our region he would work towards an agreeable compromise, has given notice that he will leave FRA on June 18th.  Our Congressional delegation with Speaker Hastert’s office in the lead, are attempting to communicate with Rutter and the named interim Administrator, before he leaves.  The Rail Working Group is working with FRA regional and national staff to set up a meeting with a forum of about 40 agency and railroad staff who will be involved in implementing of the Swift Rail regulations, if the region is not exempted out or the regulations changed significantly.  The goal of this meeting is a clearer, in depth understanding of what has to be done by each community, agency, and railroad.  The first deadline of December 18th is critical.  With nearly 400 pre-rule quiet crossings in the metropolitan area, it will be a significant educational undertaking and the working group and FRA are working towards supplying sample materials, flow charts and check lists.  
12. Other Business
President Rupp Srch reported that movement is beginning again for the reauthorization of TEA-21.  The Senate has named conferees to meet with the House to reconcile the differences in the two bills.

Mr. Blankenhorn mentioned that although the Regional Transportation Task Force has made its recommendations to the Governor and legislature, it appears that nothing will be happening this session.  He noted that there needs to be some compromise among the various positions currently being advocated.

13. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Work Program Committee is July 30, 2004.
14.
Adjournment

On a motion by President Rupp Srch, seconded by Mr. Deters, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 A.M.









Respectfully submitted,









Don Kopec
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