June 1, 2001

The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams, Chicago, IL. Those present were:

Work Program Committee

Fred Deters, Chairman Chicago-DPD

Gerri Scott, Vice Chairman Pace

Vanessa Adams-Donald FTA

Aristide Biciunas CATS

Steve Call FHWA

Linda Fuller CTA

Jerry Hoff Metra

Clarita Lao ISTHA

John Paige NIPC

Pat Pechnick IDOT

Mark Pitstick RTA

Rae Rupp-Srch Council of Mayors

Heidi Rush Kane County

Pat Schroeder McHenry County

Mike Shay Will County

Steve Strains NIRPC

John Tomczyk CDOT

Mahender Vasandani DuPage County

Mike Williamsen IDOT

Gerald Wulkowicz Cook County - CCHD

Tom Zapler Class 1 Railroads

Transportation Operators/Planning Officials/Public Participants
Christine Bridges Chicago DOT

Larry Bury NWMC

Tim Golemo IDOT

Jacky Grimshaw CNT

Lara Guillot CDOT

Natashia Holmes DuPage Council of Mayors

Jill Leary WCMC

Wahid Lodin Citizen (Canadian)

Alan Mamoser NIPC

Beth McCluskey NCCOM

Jan Metzger CNT

Carl Mikyska IDOT

Joseph Moriarty RTA

Rob Nash Chicagoland Chamber of Comm.

Randy Neufeld CBF

Erin Sammon NWMC

David C. Seglin CDOT

David Simmons CTA

Vicky Smith SWC of Mayors

Megan Swanson NWMC

CATS STAFF
Patricia Berry Tom Palzer

Linda Bolte Eugene Ryan

Janet Bright Mark Thomas

Peter Elliott Tom Vick

Dean Englund Mike Walczak

Don Kopec Ingrid Weisenbach

1. Call to order - Chairman

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 AM by Chairman Deters.

2. Approval of Minutes of February 23, 2001, and April 27, 2001.
The minutes were approved on a motion by Ms. Rupp-Srch, seconded by Ms. Schroeder.

3. Updates and Status Reports

Committee and Task Force Meetings

Chairman Deters stated the report was in the mailing. There were no comments.

Status Report on the Implementation of Projects

Pat Pechnick said that the June 15, 2001 letting has 26 projects totaling $55 million. The Spring Repair program has 14 projects totaling $4 million. The major projects are: I-55 Kedzie to Canal, fencing, $4.8mil; I-57, I-80 to I-94, advance contract, $4.1 mil; I-80 Grundy County Line to Rowell St., resurfacing, $8.0 mil; US 14 Lake-Cook Road to w. of Baldwin, reconstruction, W&RS, lighting, $7.5 mil; US 14 Baldwin Road to Hicks, W&RS, lighting, $7.5 mil; ILL 53 at ILL 68, add ramps, lighting, $1.8 mil; ILL 56, Fairfield Ave. to 22nd St., resurfacing, $1.3 mil; Barrington Rd. from ILL 72 to US 20, resurfacing, $2.4 mil.

Mr. Pitstick reviewed the February 2001 RTA Capital Financial Report with the committee.

Christine Bridges reported that the City of Chicago’s STP-L program had 18 projects obligated for a total dollar amount of $54 mil. which is 81% of program obligated. She also said that the CMAQ Program had a total number of 8 projects obligated for a total dollar amount of $10 mil.; the Division Street Reconstruction - Cicero Ave. to California Ave.- as a project awarded $3.7 mil. in May, 2001; and the June, 2001 letting had a total number of 4 projects scheduled for $25 mil. as follows: 1) one street improvement, 4M; 2) one bridge reconstruction, $16M; 3) two signal interconnect projects, $5M.

Mr. Kopec informed the Committee that there were no CMAQ project awards or obligations since its last meeting. The overall accomplishment rate remains at 78%.

Council of Mayors Update

President Rupp Srch reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee had not met since the previous WPC meeting and that the next meeting was expected in September. She indicated that several of the councils were moving to fill vacancies on the Executive Committee resulting from retirements and the April 3rd elections and that several communities are working on their applications for Walkable Communities grants and Illinois Tomorrow planning grants. She reported that the Council of Mayors STP program had 10 projects on the April letting for $8.5 million and has 14 projects in the June letting for $12.3 million.

4. Unified Work Program
Mr. Elliott told the committee that the Executive Summary included in the mailing differed from the preliminary version by the inclusion of carryover estimates received from the participating agencies. He also said that the preliminary UWP had been submitted to the funding agencies and the project review agencies, but that there has been no response to date. Mr. Call said that he and Ms. Adams-Donald had reviewed the submittal and found it acceptable. He will contact the division office in Springfield and recommend that the UWP be approved as part of the statewide program. Mr. Elliott concluded by asking for a motion recommending Policy Committee endorsement of the FY 02 UWP.

Following a motion by Mr. Hoff, seconded by Ms. Rupp Srch, Mr. Deters asked if the level of carryover is consistent with previous years. Mr. Elliott replied that it has increased somewhat, but is not abnormally high. Mr. Englund pointed out that over a million dollars has been set aside from previous years to pay for a household travel survey. Mr. Pitstick said that RTA has not been using UWP funds to support staff for the last few years, using it for contracts instead. Most of the RTA’s carryover funds are obligated. There was no further discussion, and the motion was unanimously approved.

5. FY 2001-2006 TIP Changes
Ms. Berry presented the TIP changes requested by the city of Chicago, IDOT and the Council of Mayors. All requested changes were posted on the CATS Web site at www.catsmpo.com. The changes were unanimously approved on a motion by Mr. Tomczyk, seconded by Mr. Pechnick.

6. RTA Financial Capacity Assessment
Mark Pitstick stated that the FTA requires an annual assessment of the financial capacity of the region’s public transportation providers and noted that a report is at each member’s place with additional copies on the table. He said that the report prepared by the RTA is a five-year "look forward" based on a five-year history, so the analysis covers a total of ten years. The RTA has found that the region can meet the federal financial tests. On a motion from Mr. Hoff, seconded by Ms. Scott, the committee recommended Policy Committee approval of the analysis.

7. CATS Committee Restructuring
Ms. Bolte provided the following status report on committee and task force restructuring discussions:

1)Met and recommend continuation:
- Bicycles and Pedestrian Issues Task Force

- Public Involvement

             2) Met – no recommendation to date:
Community Mobility Task Force

Private Providers Task Force

Transportation Task Force for People with Disabilities

    3)Not met to date:
Regional Transportation Plan Committee (6/1/01)

Congestion Management Task Force

Intermodal Task Force

TCM Task Force

TIP Procedures Committee

CMAQ Committee

Advanced Technologies Task Force

Strategic Regional Arterials and Transit (SRAT) Task Force

                  4) Not Active:
Land Use/Transportation Task Force

Operations Task Force

She stated that staff hopes to have all committee and task force recommendations in by the WPC’s August meeting.

8. Regional Architecture for ITS

Tom Palzer gave a presentation on Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) Architecture. The TEA-21 federal legislation established an ITS integration program, directed USDOT to develop national architecture and mandated that, in the future, all federally funded projects must conform to the national architecture. The ITS architecture rule, finalized April 8, 2001, calls for regional ITS architecture that provides for system functional requirements and information exchanges and is consistent with the national architecture.

The Advanced Technology Task Force asked to be designated the holder of the regional architecture for northeastern Illinois and would provide support services to agencies deploying ITS technologies and support federal compliance efforts to ensure the continued flow of federal funds.

A lively discussion by the committee ensued. A focus of the discussion was on the future requirements for compliance with ITS architecture requirements on the paperwork needed to advance projects for federal funding. It was noted that, with a regional architecture in place, compliance with federal requirements would be based on the project’s consistency with that architecture and should be simpler with less paperwork.

On a motion by Ms. Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Pitstick, the committee approved the Advanced Technology Task Force’s request to be the holder of the regional ITS architecture.

9. Bicycle Commuter Challenge

Randy Neufeld, Executive Director of the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation, explained that a bike commuter challenge was held during bike-to-work week (May 18-25). The purpose of the effort is to get as many people as possible to try bicycling as part of their trip to work. The competition is based on the percentage of each company’s employees who bike to work or to transit at least once during the bike-to-work week. A special challenge was issued to the Chicago area based CATS Work Program Committee agencies to compete against each other. Mr. Neufeld announced the results of this special challenge as he presented runner-up plaques to John Tomczyk of the Chicago Department of Transportation and to Linda Fuller for the Chicago Transit Authority. The winning agency was the Chicago Area Transportation Study. The first place plaque was presented to Aristide Biciunas.

10. Other Business
Linda Fuller asked that a report be provided at future Work Program meetings on the status of the Northwest Corridor Transit Study. Don Kopec agreed to provide such a report as he is the CATS representative on the Study’s Project Review Committee. He then updated the Committee on the current status noting that the project is being guided by the Statement of Mutual Intent signed by the RTA, NIPC and CATS in March. The RTA has developed a project management plan to define the work plan and will soon be issuing a Request for Qualifications of consultant assistance. The Northwest Municipal Conference is taking the lead for the local municipality interests. It has established a Northwest Corridor Municipal Task Force and a Steering Committee. The Conference also entered into a Letter of Understanding with the RTA and NIPC detailing the local involvement within this study, particularly with regard to the land use element. The Conference will also be issuing a Request for Qualifications for consultants to produce a land use and local financial plan. Local municipalities are in the process of securing the local match for this project, which currently has a budget of $500 thousand.

Linda Bolte told the committee about the recently concluded transportation poster contest, titled "Going Somewhere", for school age children. Winning entries were displayed on the board in the front of the room. Savings Bonds, provided by members of the Private Providers task force, were awarded to the winners.

11. Next Meeting
Chairman Deters announced that the next meeting will be on August 3, 2001.

12. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM on a motion by Gerri Scott, seconded by Jerry Hoff. 
Respectfully submitted,

Eugene Ryan

Secretary

