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The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois.  Those present at the meeting were:

Work Program Committee Members:

Thomas B. Rickert, Chairman

Kane County
Jack Groner, Vice-Chairman


Metra

Chuck Abraham



IDOT – DPT.

Vanessa Adams



FTA

Mark Bagherpour



Will County 
Aristide E. Biciunas



CATS

Randy Blankenhorn



IDOT

Marty Buehler




Lake County

Luann Hamilton



Chicago DOT

Mark Pitstick
 



RTA
Chad Riddle




IDOT – Dist. 1
Mike Rogers




Illinois EPA

Rae Rupp-Srch



Council of Mayors
Pat Schroeder




McHenry County

Chris Snyder




Cook County

David Tomzik




Pace

David Urbanczyk



CTA 
Kevin Ward




FHWA
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants:

Marcus Arnold



SSMMA

Larry Bury




NWMC

Bob Dean




DMMC
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants (continued):

Brian Gebhardt



SSMMA
Danielle Gray




NWMC
Jennie Grobe




WCGL

Natashia Holmes



Metropolitan Planning Council

Belinda King




NIPC

John Kos    




IDOT
Clarita Lao




IDOT

Jill Leary




WCMC

Beth McCluskey



NCCOM

Jan Metzger




CNT

Jason O’Brien




CDOT
David C. Seglin



CDOT
David Simmons



CTA

Gordon Smith




IDOT
Vicky Smith




SW Conference of Mayors
Heather Tabbert



KCCOM

CATS Staff:

Patricia Berry




Ross Patronsky
Janet Bright  




Dan Rice 
Bill Kiley 




Mary L. Rosa
Don Kopec    




Joy Schaad
Leroy Kos




Mark Thomas
1.
Call to Order – Chairman
Chairman Rickert called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.

2. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of May 21st, 2004
On a motion by Mr. Bagherpour, seconded by President Rupp Srch, the minutes of the May 21st, 2004 meeting were approved.
3.
a.
Committee and Task Force Meetings
There were no questions or comments on the Committee and Task Force Meetings Report
b. Status Report on the Implementation of Projects
Mr. Riddle did not have any projects to report on, but informed the Committee that there was a letting today.

Mr. Pitstick referred the Committee to the Regional Transportation Authority’s Capital Program Report for the first quarter of 2004 that was included in the mailing.

Mr. Seglin reported that the city of Chicago STP-L program had 22 projects obligated with a total dollar amount of $36.8 million.  The FY04 CMAQ Program had a total number of 15 projects obligated with a total dollar amount of $12.7 million.
Mr. Patronsky advised the Committee that the CMAQ program was 80.4% obligated for program years through 2004.

He noted that the FY 2005 proposals will be discussed in agenda item 5.

He reported that the CMAQ Project Selection Committee met July 13th, and approved two projects for cost increases and one project withdrawal.

c. Council of Mayors Update
President Rupp Srch reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee met on May 24th where they established guidance for dealing with a possible shortfall in STP funding for FY 2004 and approved an advance funding request from the North Central Council of Mayors for $2.2 million in STP funds for two projects on the June letting at the meeting.  She noted that the Committee has approved two more advanced funding requests ($600,000 for the Grand Ave Underpass in Franklin Park and $1.256 million for Deerfield Road) since the May meeting through their interim procedures.  She explained that the Mayors also heard updates on the AMPO Policy Conference and Swift Rail and discussed the Regional Transportation Task Force decisions.  They elected President John Kravcik of Western Springs as Second Vice Chair and agreed that the next meeting date would be established by the Chair. 

She reported that the Council of Mayors had 7 STP projects on the July letting totaling $24.9 million, and 7 projects scheduled for the September letting totaling $13.9 million dollars.  She also noted that Franklin Park’s Grand Ave underpass has been in the works since 1989 and cost $12 million in ROW and $24 million for construction.  With many different agencies supplying parts of the funding, it is an excellent example of the region pulling together to make good things happen.

4.
FY 04-09 TIP Changes 
Ms. Berry reported that the proposed TIP changes were listed on the CATS Web site.  She noted that Lake County Council of Mayors’ Deerfield Road project (10-99-0104) has been approved for advanced funding by the Executive Committee officers, but is contingent on receipt of a municipal pay back guarantee resolution.  The Council of Mayors Executive Committee requires such resolutions because there is no multi-year federal transportation authorization bill in place.  Ms. Berry also noted that the Kane County Council of Mayors’ Pine Street (09-04-0005) project should be listed at $156,000 federal.  Additionally, the CTA’s Lawrence connector project, 16-02-0010, providing expansion of express bus service on Irving Park Road, is being restored from the awarded project file.

Information on a proposed TIP amendment to include an interchange on I-80 at Brisbin Road was also posted on the CATS Web site.  A comment period on the conformity determination on the proposed amendment was held and no comments were received.  The federal agencies have completed their preliminary review of the plans for the interchange and IDOT/District 3 anticipates public meetings in late August.  The TIP Change and Project Grouping Procedures state that all TIP amendments must be approved by the Policy Committee.  At its June meeting, however, the Policy Committee authorized the Work Program Committee to act on this proposed amendment.  

The TIP changes and the amendment were approved on a motion by Mr. Blankenhorn, seconded by Mr. Buehler.

5. FY 05 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program
Mr. Patronsky thanked Mr. Rickert for the introduction.

He introduced the CMAQ program for FY 2005, which was being recommended to the Work Program Committee by the CMAQ Project Selection Committee.

Mr. Patronsky noted that, although no reauthorization legislation has been passed, the Committee set an interim mark of $91 million for funding projects for FY 2005.  He pointed out that the recommended program represents that amount of funding.

Mr. Patronsky then noted some highlights of the proposed program:

· It contains 67 projects

· There are 20 transit projects, 25 highway or road projects, 18 pedestrian/bicycle projects and 4 other projects

· Approximately equal funds are programmed for the City of Chicago and for suburban areas

· Approximately 25,500 kilograms of VOC emissions are eliminated daily by the projects in the proposed program; approximately 350 kilograms, if the Inspection and Maintenance projects are excluded

Mr. Patronsky said that if the Work Program Committee agrees, the proposed program will be released for public comment and review beginning July 30th, extending through September 3rd.  Following this, it will be considered and revised if necessary by the CMAQ Project Selection Committee and will return to the Work Program Committee for final review and recommendation to the Policy Committee at its October meeting.

Following a motion by Mr. Groner, seconded by President Srch, the proposed program of CMAQ projects for FY 2005 was released for public review and comment.

6. Implications of 2000 Census 
Ms. Berry summarized the actions taken to date.  These include the RTA agreement with SEWRPC (Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission) on the disposition of FTA funds for FY 04, the agreement among the municipalities included in the new Round Lake Beach-McHenry-Grayslake IL-WI urbanized area (UZA) to continue to be served by CATS, and the March approval by the Policy Committee of an urban area boundary for northeastern Illinois.  Another item to be completed is an agreement between CATS and SEWRPC documenting the cooperation and coordination that currently occurs between the two MPOs.  

Work continues on establishment of the Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) boundary for CATS.  Federal regulations require that the MPA, as a minimum, cover the urbanized areas and the contiguous geographic area likely to become urbanized.  Three alternate proposals were introduced to generate discussion.  All proposals include the current MPA, plus additional areas in Kendall and Grundy Counties.

Issues discussed included growth projections for the southwestern portion of the region, Policy Committee representation, projects in the Regional Transportation Plan, funding impacts (especially STP and CMAQ), NIPC and RTA boundaries, possible areas of local opposition, and public involvement.  Two alternate proposals were suggested for consideration.  Staff will continue discussions with the local representatives. 

7. Requirements of Ozone 8-hour Air Quality Standard
Mr. Groner reported that the TIP Procedures Committee (TPC) met and reviewed a draft schedule for updating the FY 04-09 TIP.  The schedule is driven by the region’s deadline for meeting conformity for the 8-hour ozone standard.  The deadline for approval for the conformity is June 15, 2005.  Typically, the region has performed conformity-neutral updates to its TIP to meet the federal requirement for 2-year updates.  The 2 year update deadline is October 2005, so the FY 05-09 TIP will satisfy both the 8-hour deadline and the two-year deadline.  If this work is to be completed on schedule, no changes to non-exempt projects can occur.  Staff will work with the implementers to update completion years as appropriate.

8. Implications of PM2.5 Standard
Mr. Rogers said that despite IEPA’s comments, it seems almost certain that USEPA will designate parts of Indiana and Wisconsin as part of the Chicago PM 2.5 non-attainment area.  USEPA requires that transportation conformity determinations be conducted for the entire nonattainment area until sub-area motor vehicle emissions budgets are established.  This would delay the FHWA determination of conformity for the CATS plans and programs until plans and programs for Kenosha County WI and/or Lake and Porter County IN, pass the emissions analysis requirements and are also submitted to FHWA.  This could result in a delay or potential loss of federal funds.  CATS staff will work with IEPA and IDOT to submit comments to USEPA.

9. Prairie Parkway Study 
Mr. Kos began the presentation of the corridor study being done in the Kane and Kendall County region.  He introduced Clarita Lao of IDOT’s District 3 Office.  Ms. Lao began by presenting the study’s time line, noting exactly where the 4 to 6 year effort stood.  The kickoff occurred in January 2003, and the Transportation System Performance report was completed earlier this year.  Over seventy public hearings have been held so far during the process.  
The report concluded that there will be significant growth in the area, particularly in work trips.  The Fox River severely limits north-south movements and there are very few multi-lane roadways.  

The second phase of the study will begin with a draft purpose and need, identify initial  alternatives, perform a functional screening of alternatives, perform a locational screening of alternatives and finally identify alternatives for detailed engineering and environmental analysis.  

The public involvement process has been extensive and employs many of the concepts of the context sensitive solution approach.  There will continue to be stakeholder meetings, workshops and public meetings prior to screening recommendations.  

The draft purpose and need identifies four objectives.  First, improve regional mobility; second, address local system deficiency; third, improve access from the study area to regional jobs; and, fourth, improve safety.

Ms. Lao concluded by providing the committee with a website address and project manager contact information.

10. Other Business 
No other business came before the committee.

11. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Work Program Committee is September 17, 2004.
12.
Adjournment

On a motion by President Rupp Srch, seconded by Ms. Schroeder, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 A.M.









Respectfully submitted,









Don Kopec









Secretary
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