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The meeting was held in the CATS office at 300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois.  Those present at the meeting were:

Work Program Committee Members:

Thomas B. Rickert, Chairman

Kane County
Jack Groner, Vice Chairman


Metra
Mark Bagherpour



Will County 
Aristide E. Biciunas



CATS

Randy Blankenhorn



IDOT

Steve Call       




FHWA 
Rocky Donahue



Pace 

Neil D. Ferrari




IDOT - DPT

Luann Hamilton



Chicago DOT

Panos Kokkas




ISTHA

John Loper




DuPage County

Mark Pitstick




RTA

Dusty Powell




Lake County

Rae Rupp-Srch



Council of Mayors
Pat Schroeder




McHenry County

Chris Snyder




Cook County

David Urbanczyk



CTA 
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants:

Linda Bolte




NIPC

Larry Bury




NWMC

Rick Curneal




DMMC
Ken Dallmeyer



NIRPC
Bob Dean




DMMC
Dean B. Englund



PB

Brian Gebhardt



SSMMA
Jennie Grole




WCGL
Jill Leary




WCMC
Beth McCluskey



NCCOM
Transportation Operations/Planning Officials/Public Participants (continued):

David Morck




NIPC
Hugh O’Hara
 



WCGL
David Simmons



CTA
Gordon Smith




IDOT
Mary Cele Smith



NIPC
Vicky Smith




SW Conference of Mayors
Laura G. Wilkeson



CDOT
CATS Staff:

Patricia Berry




Jillian Murray
Janet Bright   




Thomas Palzer
Jock Hardy 




Mary L. Rosa
Ryan Herren




Mark Thomas
Bill Kiley 




Mike Walczak
Don Kopec




Kermit Wies
1.
Call to Order – Chairman
Chairman Rickert called the meeting to order at 1:05 P.M.

2. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of January 16th, 2004
On a motion by Mr. Groner, seconded by Ms. Srch, the minutes of the January 16, 2004 meeting were approved.
3.
a.
Committee and Task Force Meetings
There were no questions or comments on the Committee and Task Force Meetings.
b. Status Report on the Implementation of Projects
Ms. Berry reported that the CMAQ program is 76% obligated.  She said that 192 project proposals have been submitted for FY 05 funding.  The proposals total $647 million, with over $300 million in federal CMAQ funds requested.  Summaries of the proposals by project type and council are available.  The CMAQ Project Selection Committee’s FY 05 program development schedule is also available.  
c. Council of Mayors Update
President Rupp Srch reported on the February 9th Council of Mayors Executive Committee meeting, where the Mayors approved STP advance funding requests totaling $2.4 million from the Central and North Shore Councils.  She reported that the PL Program Scope of Services and funding distribution formula, and 3 UWP project submittals were also approved by the Committee.  The projects proposed for UWP funding include a 5% increase over FY 2004 for the PL program, $50,000 to fund the data collection program, and up to $150,000 for advance work to support regional efforts on implementation of the Swift Rail regulations.  The latter proposal is subject to review by a new Council of Mayors Rail Safety subcommittee and other partnering agencies.  She also reported that the Council of Mayors’ STP program had 7 projects on the March letting totaling $19.3 million and 10 projects scheduled for the April letting totaling $25.6 million.  She indicated that the spring meeting date is not yet set.

4.
FY04-09 TIP Changes
Ms. Berry presented the TIP changes included in the TIP change attachment posted on the CATS Web site.  The changes were approved on a motion by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mr. Powell.
5. RTP Committee Membership
Mr. Wies presented a memo containing the current roster of RTP members.  The CATS bylaws indicate that the WPC Chair shall appoint CATS committee members subject to ratification by the WPC.  Mr. Rickert stated that he concurred with the roster as presented and asked for a motion to ratify.  Mr. Bagherpour made the motion to ratify the roster, seconded by Ms. Schoreder.   Mr. Pitstick asked to clarify whether the motion was to ratify the Policy Committee agencies represented on the RTP Committee or the persons nominated to represent those agencies.  Mr. Blankenhorn stated that the WPC was being asked to ratify the persons representing the agencies; that the agency representation itself was established when the RTP Committee was formed in the early-1990s.  The unanimously voted to ratify the rosters of persons serving on the RTP Committee.

6. Public Involvement Plan 
Mr. Hardy presented a draft of the Public Involvement Plan (PIP) and the public comments that were received during the public comment period. Mr. Blankenhorn wanted some clarity on the word “considers” located in the third bullet point in the core value section of the Plan. Ms Laura Guillot-Wilkeson a member of the Public Involvement Task Force offered the reasoning the PITF chose the word “considers” for that section of the document. The Public Involvement Plan was approved and sent to the Policy Committee for approval.
7. 8-hour Ozone Air Quality Designation
Ms. Berry reported that it is anticipated that IEPA’s recommendation that the boundary for the 8-hour ozone standard be the same as the current 1-hour boundary will be concurred in by the USEPA in its April 15 promulgation of the 8-hour ozone standard designations.  She further reported that recent discussions by the consultation team regarding the need for revisions to the approach to conformity determinations for the Chicago non-attainment area have concluded that the existing approach is appropriate.
8. Implications of 2000 Census 
Ms. Berry reported on the five issues under review as a result of the 2000 Census.  The subregional planning staff for the McHenry and Lake Councils of Mayors, Pat Schroeder and Bruce Christensen, will be meeting with the local elected officials in the Illinois portion of the Round Lake Beach-McHenry-Grayslake, IL—WI urbanized area to describe the options available to them.  RTA and SEWRPC are working on letters of understanding for FY 2003 and FY 2004 FTA section 5307 funds.  The subregional planning staff from McHenry, Kane and Will counties has worked with their local elected officials and staff from IDOT-Districts One and Three and the IDOT Office of Planning and Programming to smooth the census urbanized areas.  This proposed urban area boundary will be considered by the Work Program Committee this morning.  CATS staff will develop a proposed Metropolitan Planning Area boundary for consideration by the Work Program Committee at its next meeting.  CATS staff will also be working with SEWRPC staff to develop a memorandum of understanding documenting the cooperative planning process that already exists.  Ms. Berry then asked for Work Program Committee recommendation to Policy Committee of the proposed urban boundary.  Mr. Blankenhorn noted that this effort smoothes out the jagged boundaries and keeps them logical so that a particular route is not going from urban to rural then back to urban.  The proposed urban boundary was recommended to the Policy Committee on a motion by Mayor Rupp Srch, seconded by Ms. Schroeder.

9. Swift Rail Development Act of 1994: new FRA regulations
Ms. Guillot Wilkison of the City of Chicago began by stating there are still significant concerns about the proposed regulations implementing the Swift Rail Act.  The Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration, Allan Rutter, visited the Chicago area for a series of meeting, hosted by Congressmen Lipinski and Kirk on February 16th.  Ms. Guillot Wilkison felt the meetings were very productive and noted that the public comment period has been extended 60 days to April 19, 2004.

 

Mr. Curneal of the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference then reported on a meeting held February 17th between FRA Headquarters staff, including Mr. Rutter, FRA Regional staff and local and regional agency staff which constitute the Rail Working Group.  The meeting lasted over 4 hours and was very positive.  FRA staff encouraged the Rail Working Group to send in their proposed changes during the public comment period.  Municipalities are getting their comments together and the Rail Working Group will be developing a regional response to the propose regulations.  He also explained that the underlying data forming the basis of the regulations is being examined.

Mr. Snyder asked if a summary of the meetings will be provided.  Mr. Curneal replied that some record of the meetings would be produced.  Mr. Blankenhorn inquired about liability issues.  Ms. Guillot Wilkison stated that there would be no change in liability to municipalities.  

10. NIPC Data Services Activities
Mary Cele Smith and David Morck of NIPC presented the recent data services activities of NIPC’s Research and Forecast Group.  They explained their legislative charge and how they work with other agencies in the region such as Metra and Pace.  The data the NIPC monitors could be grouped into four areas: employment, development, housing and land use.  The presentation went into deeper detail in each of these areas.  Other activities highlighted included NIPC’s use of digital aerial photography and census information.  Ms. Smith explained the importance and used of Metadata Services at NIPC.  She also described the ArcView Workshops that NIPC conducts that have been attended by a wide variety of agency staff.  She concluded by identifying several UWP funded products that the NIPC staff produced during FY 2003.

11. Other Business
Mr. Rickert asked if any of the members had been attending the meetings of the Regional Transportation Task Force and what their impressions were of the testimony.  President Rupp Srch responded that the meetings were long, but the presentations good and informative.  At the last meeting, the task force heard from Metropolis 2020, CMC, CNT, and Pace.  Two weeks ago, a resolution supporting the creation of a super agency combining CATS, NIPC, the RTA, Metra, Pace, CTA and the Toll Highway Authority was defeated 11-1.  Congressman Lipinski explained that he felt obligated to vote for the resolution since he submitted it for consideration.  However, he was in agreement with the 11 other members.  Last week MPC recommended that CATS’ responsibilities be assumed into NIPC along with planning functions of the RTA.  Senator Garrett asked that MPC and CNT provide the task force with a chart showing the organizational structure of their proposed agency.  President Rupp Srch expressed concerns about the ability of the task force to complete a comprehensive report by the March deadline.  Mr. Blankenhorn informed the committee that a bill has been introduced to extend the deadline to April 15th.  President Rupp Srch noted that there are still funding and implementation issues that have not been addressed.
 
Mr. Blankenhorn suggested that an evaluation of some kind will be done on some combination of CATS and NIPC.  It may include the functions of the two agencies, but not the policy boards.  Mr. Groner asked if they are looking at the financial aspect of such a merger.  Mr. Blankenhorn felt that there could be ways to save some costs.  Mr. Rickert asked whether the counties were represented.  Mr. Blankenhorn assured him that they were and not to assume that combining the agencies necessarily means that CATS would be subsumed by NIPC.  President Rupp Srch expressed concern that many of the task force members were still confused about the roles each of the agencies fill, and gave an example of the misrepresentation of the Council of Mayors.  Mr. Blankenhorn noted that it is imperative that we need to make a strong statement about the role of CATS and that the ultimate responsibility for transportation decisions in the region rests with the Policy Committee.  
12. Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Work Program Committee is April 16, 2004.
13. Adjournment

On a motion by President Rupp Srch, seconded by Mr. Snyder, the meeting was adjourned at 2:05 pm.








Respectfully submitted,









Don Kopec









Secretary
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