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1.
Call to Order – Chairman

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Scott.

2. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of March 8, 2002

Chairman Scott called for a motion to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved on a motion made by President Rupp Srch, seconded by Mr. Bagherpour.

3. Update and Status Reports

a.
Committee and Task Force Meetings

There were no comments made.

b.
Status Report on the Implementation of Projects

Mr. Riddle informed the Committee that the March letting had twenty-two projects totaling $50.1 million.  Highlights included bridge, interchange and intersection work on I-80/US 45 at US 45 and on US 45 from 179th St. to 191st St.; bridge work on I‑90/94 and the Conrail Railroad within the city of Chicago; an intersection improvement at US 14 and Baldwin; an intersection reconstruction at IL 1 and Crete-Monee Road; and, deck replacement on IL 53 over the DesPlaines River.  The April letting will have 27 projects totaling $34 million.

Mr. Moriarty referred the Committee to the publications included in the mailing.  The Service Boards obligated $911 million to repair, replace and enhance their capital assets - the largest amount obligated in any one year since 1988.  The boards also obligated $723 in capital funds in FY 2001.

Ms. Bridges reported that the city obligated 7 STP projects totaling $45 million bring their completion rate to 84%.  There was also $5 million in Enhancement projects obligated.

Ms. Berry reported that the ISTEA portion of the CMAQ program is 96% completed, while the obligation rate for the TEA-21 portion stands at 83%.  She noted that there would be a CMAQ Committee meeting on May 2, 2002 where project status and follow-ups will be discussed.  She noted several CMAQ projects have recently been reported 


on in the media.  These included the ultra-low emission vehicle fueling station in Oak Park; the Wendella boat; and, the Center for Neighborhood Technology's I-GO car sharing program.

c.
Council of Mayors Update

President Rupp Srch reported that the Council of Mayors Executive Committee had not met since the March 8th WPC meeting and will next meet on June 10th.  The Council of Mayors received a positive recommendation for UWP funding for two of the three project proposals submitted to the UWP Committee: the Planning Liaison Program at $785,000 (a 5% increase over last year) and Data Collection for $48,000.  The Council of Mayor’s STP program had 12 projects on the March letting for $14.5 million and 12 projects on the April letting for $11.2 million. The June letting has 17 projects scheduled for $25.2 million.  The Mayor announced that the Council of Mayors is seeking candidates for 4 to 6 summer intern positions to collect transportation data in the 6 county area.  Interns will be paid $10 an hour.  Fliers containing information about the program were made available.

4. FY 03 Unified Work Program

Mr. Elliott presented the FY 03 Unified Work Program Executive Summary, noting that it represented the culmination of the UWP Committee's deliberations over the last few months.  The program contains about $13.1 million in PL and FTA funds, a substantial increase over the current year.  Mr. Elliott explained that the next steps in the process would be submittal of the proposed program to the funding agencies and the project review agencies, followed by Policy Committee endorsement in June.

Mr. Snyder suggested removing the reference to Project CLEAR, saying that while work on security issues is important, the Management and Operations Committee had not authorized this specific project.  Mr. Elliott responded that planning and preparation work is included in a CATS work element, but that does not necessarily mean that the project would be implemented.  

On a motion by Mr. Groner, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk the Work Program Committee authorized staff to submit the draft FY 03 UWP to the funding agencies.

Mr. Groner then noted that this would be Mr. Elliott's last Unified Work Program effort since he will be retiring later this year.  He thanked Mr. Elliott for all his efforts over the years putting together the UWP.  Mr. Tomczyk offered this as a unanimous comment.  Ms. Washington moved that the Committee recognize the great work effort of Mr. Elliot.  There was a unanimous second.

5. FY 2001-2006 TIP Changes

Ms. Berry reported that she was aware of a TIP change that would require a suspension of the rules for consideration by the Work Program Committee.  On a motion by Ms. Schroeder, seconded by President Rupp-Srch, the rules were suspended.  Ms. Berry reviewed the changes, including a request by the Southwest Council to add phase 2 engineering and construction of a new traffic signal to the TIP. The Kane Council withdrew the proposed change to Elgin’s Randall Road at Hopps project.  On a motion by President Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Bagherpour the Committee approved those changes.  Ms. Berry then reviewed the TIP changes posted at the CATS Web site.  The Committee approved the changes under consideration on a motion by Mr. Blankenhorn, seconded by Mr. Bagherpour.  It was noted that all changes approved would be incorporated in the proposed FY 2002‑2006 TIP.

6. Conformity Determination

Ms. Berry said that the conformity determination of the proposed TIP amendment to revise the scope of the Dan Ryan project is ready for public comment.  She said a post-card announcing the public comment period is ready to go once the Work Program Committee give the go ahead.  It is proposed that the comment period run through
May 27.  The Committee released the conformity documentation for public comment on a motion by President Rupp-Srch, seconded by Mr. Tomczyk.

7.
Federal Certification Review

Mr. Steve Call of the Federal Highway Administration reported to the Committee that the US Department of Transportation has begun their certification review of the transportation planning and programming process in the northeastern Illinois region.  This certification is required every three years.  They are currently conducting their desk audit and will have the meeting portion of the process the week of June 10, 2002.  It will begin with the Council of Mayors Executive Committee meeting the morning of the 10th with a public hearing that evening.  Meetings with staff will take place on the 11th and 12th.  The final meeting will be with the Policy Committee on the 13th.  He emphasized that the review is not of the Chicago Area Transportation Study, but rather of the process here in Chicago.  He mentioned that Environmental Justice will not be treated as a stand-alone issue, but rather examined in the context of the entire process.

Mr. Moriarty requested that the RTA be provided a copy of the desk audit report when it is available - specifically before the meeting dates.  Other members also requested a copy.  Mr. Call indicated he would provide copies to all WPC members.

8.
CATS CMAQ Project Submittals

CATS staff is requesting that two project proposals be submitted for consideration under this year's CMAQ program.  Mr. Vick explained the Commuter Center concept, which was proposed by the Private Providers Task Force.  Considerable discussion related to how the project would be implemented ensured.  It was clarified that what was under consideration was not an approval or recommendation of approval for funding the project, but rather a recommendation of approval to allow this project to be considered with other candidates for the 2003 program.  On a motion by Mr. Blankenhorn, seconded by President Rupp Srch it was recommended to the Policy Committee that it approve this submittal for consideration in the FY 03 program.  The second project is related to studying the effectiveness of High Occupancy Vehicle ramps at several expressway locations.  On a motion by Mr. Groner, seconded by Mr. Rogers, this proposal was also recommended to the Policy Committee for approval as a submittal to the 2003 CMAQ program.

9.
Northwest Corridor Transit Study Status

Ms. Berry thanked the RTA and the Northwest Municipal Conference for providing the information for the status report.  For the Conference, Parsons Brinckerhoff continues to gather socioeconomic and land use date.  The consultant is working on identifying five conceptual prototype station areas.  For the RTA, URS is in the process of developing common planning tools: the purpose and need statement, baseline alternative and corridor planning standards that will be used to support the development of alternatives by the implementing agencies.  The RTA will be scheduling interviews with municipal technical staff to find out what their perceptions are of the transportation problems and issues.  It is hoped that those interviews will be done in mid to late May.

10.
Bicycle Commuter Challenge

Mr. Wies announced this year's Bicycle Commuter "sub-challenge" among CATS Work Program Committee agencies.  During the week of May 17, WPC agencies are challenged to commit the highest percentage of employees to making all or part of one work trip by bike.

11.
Other Business

Ms. Berry reported that RTA, CTA, Metra, Pace and CATS staffs are continuing work on the proposed FY 2002-2006 TIP.

12.
Next Meeting


The next meeting is scheduled for May 31.

13.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM on a motion by Mr. Tomczyk, seconded by President Rupp Srch.

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Kopec

Acting Secretary

