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Chicago Area Transportation Study

To: Bicycle & Pedestrian Task Force
From: Steve Breese
Date: October 26, 2004

Subject:  Soles & Spokes Workshop Group Technical Training Proposal

The Soles & Spokes Workshop Group was recently reestablished with participants
Christina Anderson (Farr Associates), Ed Barsotti (League of Illinois Bicyclists), Dave
Longo (lllinois Department of Natural Resources), Taghi Mohammed (Pace Suburban
Bus Service), Randy Neufeld (Chicagoland Bicycle Federation), Maryann Romanelli
(Walk to School Day), and Heather Tabbert (Kane County Division of Transportation).
A meeting was held on Tuesday, October 12. Those present included Maryann
Romanelli, Randy Neufeld, Ed Barsotti, Christina Anderson, Eve Pytel, Dave Longo,
Tom Murtha, and Steve Breese. The Workshop Group proposes the following two-year
program of technical training events:

1. Regional workshop on signage. Features: MUTCD, wayfinding, system signage, with
a focus on regional projects.

Suggested format: Panel members to be determined.

Suggested venue: CATS.

Resources: Staff, Eve Pytel, Dave Longo, Grant Davis

Target Date: February, 2005

2. Urban Intersection Design Workshop
Suggested format: workshop led by Michael King
Suggested Venue: To be held on eve of Bike Chicago conference
Resources: Randy Neufeld, Christina Anderson
Target Date: March, 2005

3. Basic Course in Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation. “Bike/Ped 101” Features:
Course offered by National Highway Institute with professional continuing education
credits consistent with Professional Engineering license requirements.

Suggested format: National Highway Institute Seminar

Suggested venue: CATS or IDOT District 1 Offices

Resources: Ed Barsotti, NHI

Target Date: May-June, 2005



The remainder of the two-year program is ranked, but resources, venue, date, and format
are to be determined:

4. Safe Routes to School Workshop. Features: “If federal transportation bill with a Safe
Routes Program, then...”

5. Bicycle and Pedestrian Level of Service Workshops

6. Designing and Building for Accessibility — Complying with ADA: a workshop for
developers, engineers, and municipal officials

7. Funding and Project Development

Additionally, the Workshop Group suggested that we continue the Soles and Spokes
Awards process, but perhaps put more emphasis on adding pizzazz to the presentation of
the award to really showcase why we are giving the project an award.

Generally, the Workshop Group tended to favor continuing the direction of offering
focused events dependent on context, rather than large conferences with multiple focus
areas.



